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1947
Truman is President
World War II has endedWorld War II has ended
Jackie Robinson is in the major 
leaguesleagues
100 individuals joined together to 
form the American Association of form the American Association of 
Blood Banks (AABB)

www.aabb.org



dGrandcamp

Explodes on April Explodes on April 
16, 1947 while 
docked at the Texas 
City WharfCity Wharf
Victims were taken 
to the John Sealy 
Hospital in Hospital in 
Galveston
Blood was delivered 
f  D ll  f  from Dallas for 
several days

www.aabb.org



1950
Glass bottles are replaced with 
plastic bags

www.aabb.org



1953
NBE is established

AABB Technical Manual is publishedAABB Technical Manual is published

www.aabb.org



50’s
1956 – Accreditation program 
proposed to the Board of Directors
1957 – Inspection & Accreditation 
Program is created
1958 – Publication of 1st edition of 
Standards for Blood Banks and 
T f i  S iTransfusion Services

www.aabb.org



1958 - 1961
AABB establishes its first central 
office in Chicago
AABB unveils the first issue of the 
journal TRANSFUSIONjou a S US O

www.aabb.org



1968
AABB/Fenwal Scholarships are 
created to promote interest in 
research, development and 
continuing education in the field of 
blood banking

www.aabb.org



1972
AABB moves their headquarters 
from Chicago to Washington DC

www.aabb.org



1981
The first case of Acquired Immune 
Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) is 
reported

www.aabb.org



1983
National Blood Foundation is 
founded and charged with raising 
money for and monitoring the 
allocation of scientific and 
administrative research grants

www.aabb.org



1985
First blood screening test to detect 
HIV is licensed and quickly 
implemented

www.aabb.org



1991
AABB Office of Regulatory Affairs is 
created to work in conjunction with 
federal government agencies and 
the Congress

www.aabb.org



1992
AABB moves headquarters to 
Bethesda

www.aabb.org



1994
AABB establishes the AABB Press

www.aabb.org



1997 QSE’s IntroducedQ
A “Typical” Blood Bank

Collect Process      Test         Distribute Transfuse

Quality System Essentials
Organization
Resources
Equipment

Supplier and Customer
Process Control

Document/Records
Deviations, Nonconformances

Assessments
Process Improvement
Facilities and Safety

www.aabb.org



2001
AABB Consulting Service is founded 
to assist both the domestic and 
global market

www.aabb.org



2002
AABB Disaster Task Force formed

www.aabb.org



2004
AABB receives a $2.4 million grant 
from the CDC under the President’s 
Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief 
(PEPFAR)

www.aabb.org



2011
Obama is President
The San Francisco Giants won the The San Francisco Giants won the 
World Series
AABB membership includes nearly AABB membership includes nearly 
2,000 institutions and 8,000 
individuals  located in more than individuals, located in more than 
80 countries.

www.aabb.org



60 years later !!!!
Standards for Blood Banks and Transfusion Services
Standards for Cellular Therapy Product Services
Standards for Relationship Testing LaboratoriesS a da ds o e a o s p es g abo a o es
Standards for Immunohematology Reference 
Laboratories
Standards for Molecular Testing for Red Cell  Platelet and Standards for Molecular Testing for Red Cell, Platelet and 
Neutrophil Antigens
Standards for Perioperative Autologous Blood Collection 
and Administrationand Administration

www.aabb.org



AABB Departments
Standards and Accreditation
Professional Development
Consulting
National Blood ExchangeNational Blood Exchange
National Blood Foundation
Regulatory/Legislative/Legal Affairs
Biovigilanceg
Publications
Communications
Membership
Disaster Response
Global Relationships

www.aabb.org



ISQua – International Society Q y
for Quality in Healthcare

Accreditation and Assessor Training 
PProgram

www.aabb.org



Questions

www.aabb.org


